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Modern and historic at the same time: Carlsberg 
Byen District

Cities need to actively market themselves as desira-
ble and exciting places to live and work – and provide 
suitable spatial conditions for this. Diversity and tole-
rance in the urban space are therefore also unders-
tood from a spatial perspective as a basic prerequisite 
for urban production of knowledge. Last but not least, 
it is up to the real estate industry to provide suitable 
spaces. Successful European cities have vibrant, con-
trasting and hip urban landscapes that offer space for 
creative working and living despite tight real estate 
markets. 

The Carlsberg Byen district in Copenhagen's popular 
Vesterbro area is a successful example of the trans-
formation of a former brewery site into a diverse and 
identity-forming location. The master plan by the Da-
nish architecture firm Entasis for the conversion area, 
which covers more than 30 hectares, won an award at 
the World Architecture Festival in 2009. In its decision, 
the jury particularly emphasized the strong vision for 
creating inclusion in cultural, social, economic and ar-
chitectural terms. The focus of the sustainable master 
plan is walkability, diverse urban spaces with different 
functions and community offerings, greenery and wa-
ter elements. Special attention is also paid to social 
sustainability. The new district is intended to offer a 
high degree of inclusion and create a high quality of 
life. 

Once completed, around 8,000 people will live, 12,000 
people will work, and 11,000 people will study in Carls-
berg Byen. A total of 3,100 new apartments will be built 
for this. In addition to 2,500 owner-occupied apart-
ments, 600 rental apartments will be built by the muni-
cipal housing company AAB and the non-profit public 
administration company Domea, among others. In ad-
dition, office spaces of various sizes and with different 
rental models will be created for small and large com-
panies.

The extensive revitalization and use of the historic 
old buildings preserves the pioneering spirit of the 
site, which is steeped in tradition. The interplay of 
historic structures, high-quality construction crafts-
manship and exceptional architecture creates an 
urban and dynamic cityscape in the Carlsberg Byen 
district. High-rise buildings such as Beckmann Tower 
and Wilhelm House, with a total of around 200 privat-
ely financed residential units, form identity-defining 
landmarks and contribute to the diversification of the 
housing supply.

Carlsberg Byen –
modern and historic 
at the same time.

View from Bohr's Tower over Carlsberg Byen
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“Every home, regardless of size, should have 
access to good views, high-quality daylit 
rooms, balconies, terraces or gardens.” 

JACOB KORNUM, SENIOR ARCHITECT & ASSOCIATE PARTNER, DORTE MANDRUP

Beckmann Tower and Vilhelm House in Carlsberg Byen © CADWALK
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What characterises the Carlsberg Byen District and 
makes it so unique?

For 160 years, Carlsberg Brewery was a closed indus-
trial site. Based on brewmaster J.C. Jacobsen’s and 
his son Carl Jacobson’s high ambitions for the bre-
wery and their quite forward-thinking understanding 
of the connection between a successful business, a 
good working life, and the beautiful and functionally 
well-thought-out physical framework, the brewery was 
developed and built with the help of some of the most 
skilled architects, builders and craftsmen, which is evi-
dent in the high quality of the historic buildings.  

What challenges did you face designing “Beckmanns 
Tårn and Vilhelm Hus”, precisely at the site of the 
former Carlsberg headquarters?

Beckmann Tower and Vilhelm House are built on the 
plot of land where the 88-metre-high converted silo, 
that housed the Carlsberg Brewery head office, used 
to be. The location is very prominent with its direct 
connection to Ny Carlsberg Vej, standing as the last 
building on the way towards architect Vilhelm Dahle-
rups iconic Dipylon Gate that marks the entrance to 
the heart of Carlsberg Byen’s historic building environ-
ment. Creating a respectful and harmonious encoun-
ter with the historic buildings in the immediate context 
has been both a challenge and most important design 
parameter for every decision in the project; from the 
design of the building volume to the masonry details 
in the façade. 

Furthermore, the design of the building block Vilhelm 
House, with the characteristic Beckmann Tower in 
the south-eastern corner, offered a generous space 
for the largest courtyard in Carlsberg Byen with level 
differences of up to 2 metres. With the design of the 
courtyard, we challenged ourselves to form a natural 
connection from Købkes Square to the west to Bag 
Elefanterne Square to the east as well as to every resi-
dential entrance in the building, while at the same time 
ensure that the character of the building gives a sen-
se of private community and intimacy. This is reflec-
ted in the choice of materials and colour as well as the 

detailing of the façade of Vilhelm House towards the 
courtyard which differs significantly from the facades 
towards the street.

How were you able to incorporate the needs of future 
residents and the existing neighbourhood, and what 
does the current mix of uses look like today?

Visiting the neighbourhood today, it offers everything 
that the modern city dweller needs in its immediate 
context. On Vesterbro, which is the city district ad-
jacent to Carlsberg Byen, you’ll find a great diversity 
of people and places – from students in small rental 
flats to high-income families in exclusive townhouses.  
This must be – and is – reflected in the houses that 
are built in Carlsberg Byen which is why Beckmann 
Tower and Vilhelm House were planned and designed 
to offer many different apartment sizes and a mix of 
functions with shops, cafés, and offices. In addition, 
we defined the architectural dogma that every home, 
regardless of size, should have access to good views, 
high-quality daylit rooms, balconies, terraces or gar-
dens. We succeeded in this by designing a matrix whe-
re all sub-measures were link to all building modules. I 
think the building reflects the very methodical work we 
have done to fit a high degree of diversity into a calm 
and rhythmic system that will give the future residents 
Beckmann Tower and Vilhelm House a sense of ow-
nership and community.

V I I .  B E T W E E N  C O N T E XT  A N D  A R C H I T ECT U R E : 
INTERVIEW  W I T H  JAC O B  KO R N U M  VO N  D O RT E  M A N D R U P

© Dorte Mandrup A/S
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“Progressive, inspiring, positive market develop-
ments – and all in close proximity. Copenhagen 
inspires and immediately captivates. You do not 
have to search for long to find opportunities; they 
can be found with a keen eye, which we have ho-
ned. The positive figures for this economically 
strong region are tangible, real and readily expe-
rienced. For us, there was no alternative. Once we 
were there, it was clear to us that Denmark was 
the next step in offering our customers and part-
ners new opportunities.”

FRA N K  GER HA RD SCHMIDT,  BOARD MEM B E R  Q UANT UM

Why Denmark and why now?

In a dynamic market environment, it is important to 
make the right decisions at the right time. This includes 
Denmark and Copenhagen. As pioneers with regard to 
digitalization and sustainability, both the country and 
the city are setting standards – and are one step ahead 
of the rest of Europe.

Projects, whether residential, office, logistics or infras-
tructure, do not stand still here, but are planned, pursu-
ed and completed with high quality standards. There 
is always a focus on innovative, efficient and resource- 
saving construction methods. ESG aspects, including 
those beyond the “E”, are learned, internalized and au-
tomatically taken into account in the planning process. 
There are fewer bureaucratic hurdles for investments 
than in Germany, but more transparency and flexibility. 
A reliable legal framework and applicable EU directives 
for the real estate market provide security.

In a nutshell



Disclaimer

Despite the utmost care in selection and research, no 
liability is assumed for the accuracy, completeness, 
reliability, precision, timeliness, or appropriateness of 
the data and information contained in this publication. 
Past performance is not a guarantee of future de-
velopments. To the extent that statements in this re-
presentation do not represent historical facts, they are 
expectations, estimates, and forecasts. Consequently, 
they may significantly deviate from the actual results 
in the future. This publication is for informational pur-
poses only and should not be construed as an offer or 
recommendation for specific investments or invest-
ment strategies.
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